Laparoscopic repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia with prosthesis: a case report.
We report here our experience in the treatment of a large congenital diaphragmatic hernia, an uncommon pathology, approachable by laparoscopy. The patient was a 33-year-old woman with trisomy 21 syndrome, who only complained of colicky abdominal pain and a cough for 7 months before the hospitalization. Thoracic and abdominal CT scans showed a large anteromedial diaphragmatic hernia with slippage of the colon into the mediastinum and posterior displacement of the cardiovascular structures. The patient underwent laparoscopic repair of the hernia. The colon was put back in the abdomen; the defect (8x4 cm) was repaired by a Composix mesh (PTFE-polypropylene), fixed to the diaphragm by nonabsorbable stitches and staples. The patient was discharged on the third postoperative day. The postoperative course was uneventful. Follow-up at 18 months didn't show any complications or recurrence. We believe laparoscopic repair of diaphragmatic hernia to be the elective surgical choice, because of its technical feasibility and certain intra- and postoperative advantages.